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This small church was organized in the year 1816 in a little village in New York,
which was just a few miles from the Pennsylvania border. It was first named the
Owego Free Will Baptist Church. The reason for this was because the later
designated village of Apalachin was found in the township of Owego, New York.
As the years went by and the village was given the name of Apalachin, the “Owego”
title was given the name of Apalachin, the “Owego” title was changed to read South
Apalachin Free Will Baptist. This change occurred about 1954. It was the next year
that the name of the church was given its present title of South Apalachin Baptist
Church.
In the fundamental stages of the church, their regular meetings were called
“Covenant Meetings”. These were held every two weeks on Saturday evenings,
instead of the Sunday worship that we now have. As the faith began to grow within
the surrounding communities, new churches were being planted. To keep
communication open among these churches, a Quarterly Meeting was established.
This type of structure enabled the faith to prosper and kept a close bond between
believers. It revealed the needs and the praises taking place among the sister
churches.
In the early 1900’s when liberalism became so widespread, the Gibson Quarterly
Conference, to which South Apalachin was a member, became determined that they
would not heed to the liberal’s teaching. They showed this determination by not
joining the Northern Convention after all other Free Will Quarterly Conferences
had. It is from viewing the stand that my forefathers took on such issues as this that
my own strength can be rekindled and strengthened. It is not amazing to me at all
to see that God has rewarded this church down through the years. Although at
times it has had its trials, I stand in adoration to see that the same faith which made
my ancestors strong is the same faith I see evident in the men who lead the church
today.

Chapter 1 - When the South Apalachin Church was Started
It was in the month of October in the year of 1816 that the South Apalachin Baptist
Church, then called the Owego Free Will Baptist, originated. It consisted of one
newly ordained evangelist and fourteen eager members. It took great courage and
faithfulness to step out in those times and to stand for what you believed. But the
starting members of this church had a common eagerness to study the Word of God
and to have fellowship with other believers.

Chapter 2 - Why the Church was Started
The Owego Free Will Baptist society was organized out of true concern for
fellowship among local believers. The Free Baptist faith originated in the New
Hampshire area around the year 1790 by Rev. Benjamin Randall. The faith
flourished and progressed to this area in New York through an ordained minister
sent from the yearly meeting in Vermont.
The society embraced two
neighborhoods: one in the location of Little Meadows, Pa. and the other in the
hamlet of South Apalachin, New York.
Churches in those times were hard to establish, mainly due to the space there was
between farms. People couldn’t go to church every week because of the distance
required in traveling. Therefore communication among members was hard to
obtain and continue. But the residents in this community had determined to
establish a society, and eventually a church, in which Christ would be exalted and
worshipped. The believers had been introduced to the Free Will faith and decided
to stand on these doctrines, although in the future they would be altered by their
descendants. So on these terms the Owego Free Will Baptist Church was born.

Chapter 3 - The Charter Members of the South Apalachin Church
The South Apalachin Baptist Church had begun its existence with only fourteen
members. Unfortunately, among the early records these people were not named
individually, but instead were stated just under one title. Therefore, it is impossible
for one to tell who were the charter members and the founders
of the church.

Chapter 4 - The Pastors Who have Served in the South Apalachin Church
Down through the years there have been a number of pastors who have ministered
to this church. In the 1800’s there were several ordained ministers that traveled
from church to church within the area. Therefore, during this time the south
Apalachin Church, then called the Owego Free Will, did not have one particular
pastor, but instead several that ministered to them on the Lord’s Day. As the years
went on the church enrollment increased, the people saw the need to have their own
ordained pastor to minister to their needs. The following is a list of all the pastors
that have ministered in this church down through the years:
1870-1877

Rev. Welcome Johnson

May 12, 1877

Rev. D.D. Brown

Dec. 13, 1879

Brother Sails

July 10, 1880

Rev. M.W. Dodge

1887

Rev. W. Fuller

Jan. 14, 1888

Rev. D.D. Brown

April 14, 1888

Rev. F.A. Jaynes

Sept. 12, 1891

S.S. Snell

1894-1895

S.S. Snell resigned

1896-1897

Brother J. Chidester

1903-1907

Rev. Glasson

1908-1911

Pastor Slocum

1911-1912

Rev. Henry Space

1912-1925

Interim pastors from Practical Bible Training School

1925-1927

Rev. William Owens

1928-1929

Pastor Ralph Chaffee

1932-1935

Rev. Charles Young

1935-1937

Rev. Alvin Harms

1938-1939

Rev. Shoemaker

1940-1943

Rev. Leroy Westbrook

1943-1953

Rev. Ralph Chaffee

1953-1960

Pastor Gordon Hay

1961-1968

Pastor Gordon Houser

1969-

Pastor James Walter

Many of the early record books were destroyed in the fire that brought the church
down to its foundation. Because of this, one cannot really tell for sure what exactly
happened in many instances. For these reasons, the list of pastors before the year of
1870 is left to speculation. One cannot tell when the first ordained pastor was
designated. Records show that in the beginning of the church, they had travelling
ministers, but one cannot know for sure when this discontinued.
Chapter 5 - What the Building Programs at South Apalachin Consisted of
Down through the years the church has had several building programs, such as
helping various missionaries or fellow Christians in need. But there have been
basically six building projects that have gone on within the church itself. In the
beginning of the church, the society was meeting in various farmhouses or barns.
But as the group increased, they found a need to build a church. So it was through
the means of donations of both labor and money that a building was erected on the
corner of the little village in 1844. In 1847 records show that the covenant meetings
were regularly held every two weeks on Saturday evenings in the meeting house.
They consisted of devotional meetings with reading of Scripture, prayer and
testimony, followed by any business needing attention and receiving of candidates
for baptism or membership. But as records go on, an event is recorded that quickly
brought these meetings to a halt for a temporary time. Because of a church quarrel,
a fire of “undetermined” origin reduced the building to ashes on November 12,
1859.
As a result of the fire, the second building project was conceived. The church family
had started the planning and building of a new church in 1860, but it wasn’t until
the year 1865 that the building constructed on the site, was finished.
This church building was seen as very satisfactory to its members. It was finally
constructed by the men in the church and it provided ample space for the family.
But as the years passed, the number of members continued to grow. More families
were populating the area and were attending the South Apalachin Church for their
fellowship and time of worship. Therefore, it was around the year 1943 that the
church felt compelled to build an annex onto the building to provide for its
continually increasing family. This resulted in the third building project.
After World War II the village of Apalachin and areas surrounding, continued to
increase in population. Large plants, such as IBM and General Electric, were built,
adding to the growth in the community. For these reasons, South Apalachin Church
continued to increase. And it was in the year 1965 that a new and larger church was
constructed near the site of the older building that had provided for its members in
the past.

For the fifth building project, in 1970 a new parsonage was constructed in front of
the new church. It was trimmed with similar brick as that of the church so to add to
the beauty of the community and bring honor and glory to the Lord. Because of the
tremendous growth in the youth department in the late 1960’s, the church decided
to build an all-purpose gym for the recreation of its family. It was added right to the
church itself, so that it could be used at the people’s convenience. This has been
latest building project the church has derived. It has been widely used by the old, as
well as the young, within the church. I believe it was this project that brought the
church family closer together as they were able to fellowship in many informal
activities.
Chapter 6 - The Growth of the Church
The South Apalachin Church has grown from only fourteen members to the present
attendance which numbers around three hundred. In the early history, the church
was as inspiration to the community and a real stronghold of it but it wasn’t until
close to World War II that a significant increase in membership began to take place.
It was about this time that the Industrial Revolution was taking shape in the small
hamlet and areas surrounding. Transportation was becoming more accessible,
enabling members to attend church more regularly. As a result, the Owego Free
Baptist increased in number. Other denominations within the community sprang
up, but the church in the small town of Apalachin was the only Baptist church as of
yet.
Within the middle to late 1900’s, the growth of the church has fluctuated. For
example, when the war raged at home and abroad, the number of members
decreased because of the enlistment of husbands and sons. But in times of peace, the
growth of membership increased as a result of the evangelism that was not able to
be done in times of war. For example, in the last twenty years, the church has made
a steady increase. This can be attributed to more children being raised within the
church and also a more effective outreach within the community.
As a whole, the growth of the church can be seen significantly. We began with our
founding fathers numbering fourteen, to where the church now holds
approximately three hundred. But not only has the church grown in numbers in the
past twenty years, it has also strengthened spiritually. People are beginning
to understand what being a Christian really means. To be Christ-like is their
ultimate goal. It is this kind of growth that God is more concerned with. Although
one cannot forget that the numerical growth of the church needs to be seen when
Christians are living righteously before the Lord.

Chapter 7 - The Youth Work within South Apalachin Baptist
In the early history of the church there was no established form of youth work to be
found. As the work increased they had divided Sunday Schools, but still no form of
youth program was needed, mainly because of all the work the children had to do at
home on the family farms. But again, as the area became more populated, more
attention was given to the need of filling the young people with good spiritual food.
It was about this time that an evening youth group program was established. It was
designed to give the young people a more concentrated study of the word. The
youth leaders have been older people within the church who have had a desire to
help the young people mature spiritually.
In the beginning years of this
organization, material was derived from various sources. But in 1976, the Word of
Life program was established. It was prosperous for four years, and then the young
people were not able to keep up with the material because of too many activities. It
was in the early 1960’s that the other organizations were established called Pioneer
Girls and Christian Service Brigade. These were developed not only for the
furtherance of their own children’s spirituality, but also to filter out and reach other
children’s lives within the community.
It can be seen that the youth programs within the church have grown steadily, not
only concerning members, but also spiritually. It is important for young people to
be founded in the Word before they are to leave home and live in the world on their
own.
Chapter 8 - The Missionary Emphasis within South Apalachin Baptist Church
From looking in the old records, one would come to the conclusion that the Owego
Free Will Baptist Church had no missionary emphasis in its fundamental stages. In
fact, it wasn’t until the early 1900’a that any evidence of missionary support is found
taking place. The church began to send out fellow members to various fields and
supported their work through financial means.
As the years have progressed, the South Apalachin Church has increased in its
financial support of missionaries. The congregation has become concerned with the
various needs of missionaries and has found it biblically needful for the church to
support “laboring christians”. One aid that has found its own way of helping in this
area is the Ladies Missionary. This group of women has regularly organized barrels
of goods to be sent to supported missionaries to satisfy their daily needs. This
organization gives the women of the church opportunity to help in an area from
which they are able, while at the same time, satisfying the needs of the missionaries.
The missionary emphasis in South Apalachin is steadily growing from year to year.
By presentations given by various missionaries, the people in the church are

continually being made aware of different needs that have to be met. The
congregation has sought to find the Lord’s will on this issue of which missionary to
support financially. But no matter what the final decision is, they intend to hold
each candidate up in prayer.
Chapter 9 - The Visitation - Evangelism Outreach of the Church
South Apalachin has never had a set technique or organization for the duty of
evangelism. It is not mentioned what they did in earlier times, but one can speculate
that evangelism was done very casually between neighbors. No suit and tie were
needed to invite their neighbor to church on Sunday. But as time has gone on and
the village has become more populated it can be seen that people do not know who
their neighbors are anymore. Christians need to take the time to sit down with their
friends and talk to them about the Lord. This is why a few years ago, Tuesday
nights were designated as visitation evening. This is a time when members go and
visit people for whom they have a burden. It’s a time for edification of weak
Christians and the exhortation of believers.
South Apalachin Baptist does not put a great deal of emphasis on evangelism within
the church service (i.e., altar calls, salvation invitations). It deals more with the
edification of the believer. For it is basically the individual’s responsibility for
witnessing to people, not the church’s. The church’s responsibility is held in
edifying and developing a person spiritually, so that he can go out and witness for
Christ. This is the philosophy of the members as they continue to reach out to the
Lord.
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